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Dear reader, welcome to the Newsletter of the Amsterdam School for Heritage, Memory and Material

Culture (AHM). AHM fosters a dynamic, interdisciplinary and transnational research of

heritage, memory studies and material culture. As a research school and doctoral program, AHM is

committed to the analysis of the remnants and narratives of the past in the present, as well as of the

remaking of pasts into heritage, memory and material culture. The school stimulates scholarly cooperation

in an international setting and organizes PhD training, seminars and lecture series, reading groups, public

debates as well as international workshops and conferences. Please take a look at our website for more

information.

2026 AHM Conference
12th Annual Conference

Unsettling Heritage and Memory Futures: Decolonial

Trajectories Between Crisis and Possibility

17, 18 and 19 June, 2026

Next month, the 12th Annual Conference of the Amsterdam School

for Heritage, Memory and Material Culture, titled ‘Unsettling

Heritage and Memory Futures: Decolonial Trajectories Between

Crisis and Possibility’ takes place at the University of Amsterdam.

The conference will take place on 17, 18 and 19 June, 2026. You

can access the website here. 

Upcoming Events

PhD Defense: Dawid Grabowski

8 May, 2026, 11:00

Aula, Lutherse Kerk

Dawid Grabowski, AHM PhD candidate, will defend the dissertation

'Family remembrance in the high school German literature

curriculum in the Netherlands. The down memory lane method ',

supervised by Prof. Ihab Saloul and Prof. Nanci Adler. This

dissertation investigates the educational potential of integrating

intergenerational family remembrance into high school literature

education, focusing on a German literature curriculum implemented

at a Dutch gymnasium. At its core, the study asks how the reading

and discussion of contemporary German literature can foster

emotional engagement among students and shape their

understanding of history and identity. It explores how literature

education can open a space for students to narrate and explore

difficult family histories and how this process generates new forms

of remembrance, identification, and intergenerational dialogue.

Workshop You Must Change Your Life

13 May, 2026, 10:00-12:30

Gerrit Rietveld Academie, Amsterdam

On May 4th, doctoral candidate Janine Armin defended her PhD.

Related to this we share two other events. 

On Wednesday 13 May, Janine Armin organises a conversation and

workshop at the Gerrit Rietveld Academie with co-curator of the

forthcoming 16th Gwangju Biennale: You Must Change Your

Life, Gahee Park, co-hosted with artistic research group ARIAS and

the Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences (AUAS). The two-

part event is the first in a series within Janine's post-doc at AUAS,

and this installment considers Park’s curatorial practice focused on

care and knowledge in relation to Janine's research

around language systems as the prehistory of AI.

Book Launch Sung Hwan Kim

15 May, 2026, 18:00-20:00

San Serriffe, Amsterdam

On Friday 15 May at San Serriffe in Amsterdam, you are warmly

invited to a book launch of Sung Hwan Kim: A Record of Drifting

Across the Sea (Afterall One Work, 2025) at San Serriffe in

Amsterdam. Janine Armin will share an excerpt from the book, along

with a conversation with the artist, Sung Hwan Kim, who will read a

translation from his own work. There will also be contributions from

two curators who have published catalogues on the artist’s work in

the last year: Gahee Park, co-curator of the forthcoming 16th

Gwangju Biennale: You Must Change Your Life and Yolande Zola

Zoli van der Heide, senior curator at the Van Abbemuseum,

Eindhoven.

Series AHM Writing Sessions for PhDs

At the start of this year, we were delighted to launch the first AHM

Writing Session series for PhDs. The series was also open to

postdocs and senior staff who were open to some community and

accountability in terms of time spent on focused writing.

Due to its success, the series continued in the second semester.

The following upcoming dates are still open to register to: 

Wednesday 13 May, 15:00 – 18:00 (BG1, 004)

Tuesday 26 May, 14:00 – 17:00 (BG2, 012)

Wednesday 10 June, 14:00 – 17:00 (BG2, 012)

The writing sessions consist of a 3-hour ‘session’, broken up into 3x

50 minute writing slots each followed by a 10 minute break. Please

register here. 

Book Launch Tyrants, Heroes, Prophets, and Martyrs

26 May, 2026, 17:00 - 18:30

UvA Bushuis, Workshop space F0.01

On the 26th of May, we invite you to the book launch of the

interdisciplinary Festschrift for Jan Willem van

Henten, Tyrants, Heroes, Prophets, and Martyrs. Shifting Images

from the Past to the Present, edited by Caroline Vander Stichele

and Jacqueline Borsje. During the book launch, there will be talks

by Prof. Mandy Robbins (co-editor STAR Series, Wrexham

University, UK), Prof. Em. Jan Bremmer (contributor;

Rijksuniversiteit Groningen), and co-editor Dr. Jacqueline Borsje

(Universiteit van Amsterdam).

Workshop Archaeologies of Computerised Video Editing 

Friday 29 May, 2026, 10:30–17:00

UvA BG1, Room 0.16

On the 29th of May, AHM guest researcher Jiří Anger organises a 

cross-disciplinary workshop on the discourses and practices of 

computerised editing. This workshop returns to the early history of 

computerised video editing (and back again to the present) in order 

to examine how current tools and software, along with their 

affordances as well as limits and biases, were established. It asks 

how these systems have shaped our notions of what counts as

“proper” editing (or montage), and which forgotten or marginalised 

features and suites might be reactivated to develop practices that 

are more aware of their technological and historical underpinnings –

and, as a result, more capable of producing change in playful, 

reflexive, and collaborative ways. To register, send an email to

j.anger@qmul.ac.uk.

EYE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 2026: The Future of Film

Programming

31 May — 1 June 2026

Eye Film Museum

This year’s Eye International Conference brings together scholars,

archivists curators, students and filmmakers to share their latest

research, projects and findings on the topic of The Future of Film

Programming. The programme consists of presentations, panel

discussions and screening sessions that tap into different aspects

of film programming in relation to audiovisual heritage, and will be

presented both virtually and in person at Eye Filmmuseum. The

opening programme will take place on Saturday 30 May at

19:00. The programme and registration of the 11th EyeInternational

Conference are now online. You can access the full programme

here, and registration here. 

PhD Defense: Anna Laganà

26 June, 2026 , 11:00-12:30 

Aula, Lutherse Kerk

Anna Laganà will defend the dissertation 'Back to Transparency,

Back to Life: Investigating Issues and Developing Treatments for the

Conservation of Transparent Plastics in Art and Design'.

Supervisors are Prof. M.R. van Bommel and Prof. E. Hendriks. The

co-supervisor is Dr R. Rivenc.

Genealogies of Memory 2026 | The Lasting Presence of the

Past: How Trauma Lives on Across Generations?

23 - 25 September, 2026

Iași, Romania

How is memory transmitted across generations? How do traumatic

histories shape the memories of those who did not live through them

— and what happens when transmission breaks down?

The conference examines processes of transmission,

transgenerational trauma, the different forms and the responses

they generate, as well as the absences and silences surrounding

these transmissions in different political, cultural and social contexts

and through various media. Particular emphasis will be placed on

Central and Eastern Europe viewed from a comparative perspective

with other regions of the world. By bringing together scholars from

diverse disciplines, the conference will critically engage not only with

the continuing presence of the past but also with the reappropriation

of past traumas, the binary and hegemonic discourse surrounding

traumatic histories, the silencing of trauma narratives and the

emergence of alternative histories. See here for more information on

the event and how to apply. 

AHM News 

Dr. Chiara Piccoli receives NWO Impact Explorer

AHM staff member Dr. Chiara Piccoli has received an NWO Impact

Explorer grant for the project “Visual (Synthetic) History and AI:

Exploring the design and implementation of provenance tracking

tools for AI-edited media of historical content.” Building on her

earlier NWO XS AI-PastScapes project – which developed an AI-

assisted methodology for generating 3D reconstructions of lost

buildings from historical archival photographs – this new initiative

focuses on improving transparency in AI-assisted workflows. In

collaboration with 3DUniversum, a spin-off of the Informatics

Institute specialized in AI solutions, the project will develop

provenance tracking tools to help the public distinguish AI-generated

images grounded in trustworthy historical sources from fabricated,

potentially misleading content.

Dr. Nour Munawar appointed to the International Advisory

Committee of the UNESCO Memory of the World Programme

We are delighted to announce that AHM staff, Dr Nour Munawar,

has been appointed to the International Advisory Committee (IAC) of

the UNESCO Memory of the World Programme for a four-year term,

from April 2026 to April 2030. This prestigious appointment

recognises Nour's expertise and research at the intersection of

documentary heritage, post-conflict memory and material culture,

and decolonial approaches to heritage governance, with a particular

focus on the West Asia and North Africa (WANA) region. The

International Advisory Committee plays a vital role in guiding the

Memory of the World Programme, advising on the safeguarding of

documentary heritage, overseeing nominations to the International

Register, and promoting universal access to humanity's shared

memory. Nour's term begins this month, and we look forward to

seeing AHM's commitment to centring local voices reflected on this

global platform. Please join us in congratulating Nour on this

distinguished achievement. You can find more information on the

UNESCO Memory of the World Programme here. 

Marilena Laskaridis Research Fellow 2026-2027

Alkisti Efthymiou has been awarded the Marilena Laskaridis Visiting

Research Fellowship for the 2026-2027 academic year. The

Fellowship is sponsored by the Aikaterini Laskaridis Foundation,

which is also the main sponsor of the Marilena Laskaridis Chair of

Modern Greek Studies at the University of Amsterdam, held by

Maria Boletsi. Read more here. 

Building a more inclusive opera together

Opera is still often seen as an elitist art form with an ageing

audience. At the annual OFF Think Tank, supervised by AHM staff

member Krisztina Lajosi-Moore, students will explore these

questions together with artists, dramaturgs and policymakers. Over

the past few months, twelve students from across the Netherlands,

studying a variety of subjects, have come together in the OFF Think

Tank to share their ideas on opera. They have been discussing how

this art form can become more inclusive, more accessible, and

appeal to a younger audience. The annual think tank is a

collaboration between the University of Amsterdam (UvA), Dutch

National Opera and the Opera Forward Festival. Read more about

the project here. 

Network EMBARK addresses key challenges of safeguarding

European media art heritage

As legacy technologies become obsolete, expertise is scattered,

and vital artworks face loss, media art collections are at risk.

EMBARK builds a pan-European, interdisciplinary network to share

knowledge, develop best practices, and explore emerging tools for

preservation. The UvA is involved in the network through

researchers Annet Dekker (Media Studies) and Sanneke Stigter (Art

& Culture). EMBARK (European Media and Born-Digital Art

Conservation and Knowledge Network) is Europe’s first pan-

European initiative addressing this challenge. By connecting

academic researchers, heritage professionals, artists, technologists,

and legal experts, EMBARK builds a cohesive, interdisciplinary

community dedicated to media art conservation. The network fosters

knowledge transfer, shared tools and methods, and collaborative

strategies to safeguard analog, digital, and born-digital artworks.

Read more here.

New Publications

'Of War and Peace: Towards an Archaeology of Hope and

Reconciliation', in: Forum Kritische Archäologie: Orienting

Archaeology towards Peace (2026)

James Symonds 

AHM Staff member James Symonds' article 'Of War and Peace:

Towards an Archaeology of Hope and Reconciliation' has been

published in the special issue Orienting Archaeology towards

Peace of the Forum Kritische Archäologie (2026). The publication is

accessible here.

New AHM Staff members and PhDs

Prof. dr. Sven Dupré

Prof. Sven Dupré has been appointed Dean of the Faculty of

Humanities by the Executive Board of the University of Amsterdam

(UvA) on the first of May, 2026.

Dupré has an interdisciplinary background. He conducts research

and teaches at the intersection of (technical) art history and the

history of knowledge and science. Since 2015, he has been

professor of the History of Art, Science and Technology at Utrecht

University (UU). Since 2024, he has also been vice-dean and

portfolio holder for Research and Impact at the Faculty of

Humanities at UU. In this capacity, he has been responsible for

quality assurance and the implementation of the Recognition &

Rewards programme. Previously, he was director of the Research

Institute for History and Art History at UU, board member of the

Department of History and Art History, and head of the Department

of Art History.

Anggun Gunawan

Anggun Gunawan is a PhD candidate in Book Studies at the

Amsterdam School for Heritage, Memory and Material Culture

(AHM), University of Amsterdam, under the supervision of Prof. Lisa

Kuitert and Dr. Trude Dijkstra. His research, titled “The Landscape of

Scientific Publication in Indonesia: A Critical Analysis of Colonial

Legacies and Neo-Colonial Influences in Academic Publishing,”

investigates how historical power structures and global academic

standards shape knowledge production in Indonesia. Drawing on

postcolonial theory, particularly the works of Michel Foucault and

John B. Thompson, his project explores the tensions between global

recognition and local knowledge systems in contemporary scholarly

publishing.

Natálie Zehnalová

Natálie Zehnalová joined the AHM in April 2026 as a PhD candidate

in the Media Studies Department. Her PhD is a part of

the ERC project Emotions and bodies in fact-based media

production (AFfact) led by Johana Kotišová, which investigates how

affective and embodied knowledge shapes the practice of journalism

and documentary-making in Central and Eastern Europe. Within her

broader research interest in the function of language in global

ecologies of violence, Natálie’s research focuses on Ukraine and

Sakartvelo (Georgia) as interconnected yet distinct contexts marked

by war/occupation and the continuation of Tsarist, Soviet, and

Russian imperialism. Her project seeks to understand how Ukrainian

and Georgian journalists navigate the complexities of their double

position as subjects of violenceand impartial observers documenting

that violence, and how their embodied experience might help

journalists beyond these contexts practice epistemologically

responsible journalism. Her inquiry is informed by her previous work

at a Berlin-based media NGO which supports independent

journalism in the region.

Kennedy Atsutse

Kennedy Atsutse is a curator with the Ghana Museums and

Monuments Board, based at the Cape Coast Castle, Ghana. He

holds academic training in Archaeology and Museum Studies from

the University of Ghana. He joined AHM as an external PhD

candidate in March 2026. His PhD project, Provenance Research

and Restitution: A Case Study of Collections in the National

Museum of Ghana, examines colonial-era objects from the Volta

Region held in Ghana’s National Museum. Through community

engagement, archival research, oral histories, and using digital

methods such as 3D documentation, his work seeks to re-document

object histories and interrogate questions of community knowledge,

ownership, restitution and the future lives of objects. His project

contributes to ongoing conversations on decolonial museum

practice and community-led restitution in African contexts. Outside

of work, Kennedy enjoys gardening, listening to music, watching

historical movies, and attending football matches.

Past Events

AHM PhD Day

On Friday, 24 April, AHM held its annual ‘PhD Day’, to hear about

the research of some of the school’s PhD candidates, who have

submitted and defended, or will soon defend, their research.

Enlightening research presentations were held by Petar

Finci, Janine Armin. Dawid Grabowski, and Lucy Gaynor.

Afterwards, we concluded the day with some drinks at BG2. 

ARRG, ASCA & AHM Masterclass 

On the 17th of April, the Artistic Research Group on Research

Groups (ARRG), in collaboration with ASCA and AHM, presented a

masterclass featuring Anna Raimondo (sound artist, PhD

researcher, ARBA-ULB) and Melissa Van Drie (Senior Fellow,

Orpheus Instituut). Raimondo introduced her practice of gendered

listening, a feminist sonic strategy interrogating voice, silence, and

intersectional epistemologies; Van Drie explored sonic dimensions

of food and taste in her Sounds Delicious project, bridging historical

and more-than-human narratives.

2nd Workshop Critical Audiovisual Heritage

On the 24th of April, the 2nd Workshop Critical Audiovisual Heritage

was held at the International Institute of Social History (IISH),

Amsterdam. Organised within the AHM/ASCA research initiative

“Critical Audiovisual Heritage” (2024–29), this one-day event used

the IISH’s audiovisual collections as a case study to examine how

large-scale digitisation is reshaping archival work, access, reuse

and collaboration around political and social-movement-related

audiovisual materials.

The next AHM Newsletter will be published in June, 2026.

Contributions can be sent to

ahm-fgw@uva.nl. 

Amsterdam School of Heritage, Memory and Material Culture

(AHM)

Our mailing address is: ahm-fgw@uva.nl

For more up-to-date news and events, please check the AHM

website.

Calls and
Vacancies

Postdoc in the
ConSOLIDATe project on
light-induced degradation 
Deadline: 7 May, 2026
Interested in studying light-
induced degradation of
materials used in art,
pharmacy or as protective
coatings in a diverse and
international team? Within the
ConSOLIDATe project, headed
by professor Maarten van
Bommel and jointly caried out
at two universities (University
of Amsterdam and the Vrije
Universiteit, Amsterdam), we
have one postdoc position
focusing on developing the
advanced computational tools
required to comprehend, fuse,
and predict these degradation
pathways. To read more and
to apply, see here. 

Call for Participation:
DIGHT-Net PhD Summer
School Theorising Digital
Cultural Heritage 
Deadline: 22 May, 2026
We invite applications from
PhD students and other early-
career researchers to take
part in the DIGHT-Net summer
school on theorising digital
cultural heritage, which will
take place at the University
of Turku in Finland from 24
to 26 August, 2026.
The summer school aims to
bring together young scholars
and international experts from
diverse academic fields to
engage in critical discussions
on various aspects of digital
cultural heritage. It also seeks
to support early-career
researchers in refining their
methodological toolkit and
situating their work within
broader debates on digital
transformation. For more
information and registration
see here. 

PhD Finishing Fellowships
2026
Deadline: 4 June, 2026
The UvA Faculty of
Humanities offers the
Finishing Fellowship, which
aims to enable self-funded
PhD candidates to
concentrate more exclusively
on the completion of their
thesis in their last year.
Through the Finishing
Fellowship, final-stage PhD
candidates who have
succeeded in writing an
advanced draft of their thesis
without the support of
structural funding, can apply
for a temporary paid position
to support the final stage of
their PhD trajectory. To apply
for this round of Finishing
Fellowships, please send your
application in one pdf
document to the secretary of
the committee, Anne van Dam
(email: aihr-fgw@uva.nl) by
noon (12:00 CET) on 4 June
2026. See here to read more. 

Student Helpers Needed:
IAWIS International
Conference
The co-conveners of the
International Association of
Word & Image Studies’
triennial conference are
looking for student helpers.
The conference will take place
on 25-28 August, 2026 in
Amsterdam and Utrecht and
has the theme of “Word,
Image and Social Dynamics”.
Assistance will involve the
registration of delegates,
assistance with connecting
laptops to projectors for
presentations, and advising
delegates on the programme
and the city. In return we offer
free registration, free coffees,
lunches and dinner, a
conference scarf, and travel
expenses to Amsterdam and
Utrecht where required. 
Please contact
c.m.lermhayes@uva.nl if you
wish to express your interest
(with a sentence or two on
your studies and motivation).
See here for more information
on the conference.
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